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T he Summer Institute of Linguistics 
(SIL) broadly defines a heart 
language as “the most effective 

language for communicating deeply as well 
as for learning new concepts.” Rev. Dennis 
Mashiku is one of the translators working 
on The Gospels in Kiswahili, the newest 
Thirdmill language project under-way. The 
manuscripts are anticipated at kiswahili.
thirdmill.org early in 2020. Talking 
with our project manager, Marcia Yount, 
Mashiku affirmed that “having the Bible 
translated in your own language makes it 
easier to acquire knowledge of the Word 
of God on multiple levels. Thirdmill in 
Kiswahili is important because a person 
is very quickly able to go from simply 
remembering to applying the Word in a 
much more efficient way, therefore making 
the learning process enjoyable and adding 
more value to their lives.”

Bishop 
Peter Kitula 
reports from 
Tanzania: 
“Many of our 
congregations are 
pastored by lay 
Christians with 

little or no theological and ministerial 
training at all. These materials will help 

them immensely in their service for 
our Lord. Additionally, the dwindling 
economy makes it almost impossible for 
many Christians to train for ministry 
in the few Bible schools in the country. 
Now Thirdmill provides materials for 
free; it is very good news for Tanzanians 
to educate our pastors.”

We are thrilled to report  
the launch of two new 
published languages, Czech 
and Thai.  You can find them  
at czech.thirdmill.org and 
thai.thirdmill.org.

When Doug Tomlinson lived in Thailand, 
he “met weekly with quality men and 
dedicated pastors who didn’t have the 
opportunity or resources available to 
mine the depths of the scriptures.”  He 
spearheaded the Thai translation project 
because, as he recalls, “I was looking 
for materials that were easily accessible, 
distributable, and quality. Thirdmill met 
every category. I love the vision to provide 
biblical education for the world for free. 
I’ve benefited greatly in my spiritual life 
from watching sermons, debates, seminars, 
and teaching courses freely on YouTube, 
and have been so encouraged to be able to 
access seminary-level education in my own 
home in my spare time with Thirdmill. 

To be able to give the Thai church these 
resources is an honor and privilege, praise 
be to God. I’m praying that for years to 
come, the entire Thai church will grow 
bountifully as the Spirit of Christ guides 
them in all truth.”

There is an ever-growing need to provide 
under-resourced ministry leaders with 
sound Biblical training. We hear from 
them every day. We are rising to the 
challenge by providing theological 
education in any format that a person can 
access: manuscripts, audio, video, and 
online classrooms. Curriculum is now 
available in 20 languages that can reach 
67% of the global population. Support 
Thirdmill to grow our lesson series, 
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From the Field  

The Lord put it on 
our hearts to come to 
Nicaragua and offer 
free biblical education 
to pastors who lack 
training. Everything 
we’re doing is from our 
pensions. Thank you for 
allowing us to use your 
coursework. 
—  Lillie Richards and 

Dr. Floyd Metz  
Crossroads Fellowship 
Bible Institute

WHY TRANSLATION MATTERS

Vladimir Skvorinsky has been leading a learning community in Ukraine 
through The Gospels. He says, “the purpose of the Gospel of John has a practical 
importance for us, as faith connects us to a Living God, Jesus Christ, who gives 
us eternal life and leads us into fellowship with the Father and the Holy Spirit.” 

Be challenged to know Jesus and to follow him, just like his first disciples.  
Watch The Gospels in half hour segments on NRBTV at 5 p.m. Eastern  
every Saturday through April 4.

BREAKING 
BARRIERS
GLOBALLY

ПЕРЕВОД
PŘEKLAD

ΜΕΤΆΦΡΆΣΗ
TRADUCEREFrom the earliest days of Thirdmill, Janie Pillow and  Richard 

Pratt knew that words matter. The need for theological education 
prompted the formation of the earliest translation teams in our core 
languages. This year, we are now published in 20 languages at  
thirdmill.org: Amharic, Arabic, Chinese, Czech,  
English, Farsi, French, Greek, Hindi, Indonesian, 
Karen, Kinyarwanda, Korean, Mongolian, Portuguese, 
Romanian, Russian, Spanish, Telugu, and Thai.

continued on page 2To break barriers and give Thirdmill curriculum to more ministry 
leaders in more languages, visit thirdmill.org/give.

Your gift breaks barriers to
theological education in 

20 LANGUAGES.
Thank you for supporting  
the mission and ministry

of  Thirdmill!
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HOW THE GO Team 
SUPPORTS
THE MISSION OF

thirdmill  

HOW CAN I 
SUPPORT

THE MISSION OF

thirdmill  
Your gift to the Annual Fund  

before the end of the year will help 
break barriers to theological  

education for the coming year.

n   I commit to support  
Thirdmill financially. I have  
enclosed my gift.

n   I pledge to support Thirdmill 
financially in 2020.

n   I would like monthly email  
updates to pray for Thirdmill.

 

Mailed Checks: 
Checks must be postmarked by Tuesday, December 
31, 2019, in order to be counted for 2019. To comply 
with IRS requirements, checks mailed with a postmark 

of January 1, 2020, or later cannot be receipted in 2019, 
even if the check is dated 2019. 

Mail this form in the enclosed envelope to:

Third Millennium Ministries
316 Live Oaks Blvd.  

Casselberry, FL 32707-3867

Gifts can be given online at 

 thirdmill.org/donate  

through 11:59pm Eastern Standard Time 
on Tuesday, December 31, 2019.

redesign older series, and train the 
teachers who are using Thirdmill. It is 
our prayer and promise to help grow 
the kingdom of God by providing 
Biblical Education. For the World. 
For Free.

Consultation Services 

Training Services

Networking Services

Support Services

Training the Trainers 
in South America
D r. Gary Waldecker, Thirdmill’s Training and Partnership Consultant, has been training 

ministry leaders in South America. As a part of the Training Services offered by our 
Global Opportunities team, Gary helped redesign the education program at Escuela 

Biblíca Nueva Providencia (New Providence Bible School) in Medellín, Colombia, using  
Thirdmill curriculum and application guides. 

In August, Gary co-facilitated a professor, pastor, and ministry partner workshop for 30 
ministry leaders in South America. He taught on a theology of learning and biblical contex-
tualization. Together with his wife, Phyllis, they led a personality workshop for the staff of 
Nueva Providencia to provide them with a biblical framework for promoting synergy.  

With the help of our partners, Thirdmill is promoting sustainable leadership by “training 
the trainers” and is growing the Kingdom of God in Colombia and throughout South America.

Thirdmill Seminary started its first 
fall term of classes in August with 
two courses: Kingdom, Covenants 
& Canon of the Old Testament 
and The Gospels. Led by Dr. Gary 
Waldecker, with a guest lecture by 
Dr. Richard Pratt, Kingdom, Cove-
nants & Canon of the Old Testament 
included “fellows” from Engineering 
Ministries International (EMI). 
Thirdmill Seminary serves the EMI 
fellows through a partnership with 
City Vision University. This allows 
the fellows to gain an accredited graduate certificate through City Vision 
while they minister with other engineers in projects on the field.   

The Gospels course was led by Dr. Greg Perry and included students  
from Liberia and the United States who are working towards a master’s 
degree in Christian Studies while they serve their congregations.  

These co-vocational students are connected to 
their professor and digital curriculum in the 
online classroom across many time zones and are 
supervised locally in their personal discipleship and 
ministry formation. 
The second fall term started in October with two classes, The Apostles’ 
Creed and our hermeneutics course, He Gave Us Scripture. The first of 
two spring terms begins in January. 

For more information or to apply,  
go to thirdmillseminary.org
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